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Health professionals are ideally placed to identify domestic violence but cannot do so without training on raising the issue and knowledge of advice and support services
The stigma surrounding domestic violence means that many of those affected are reluctant or do not know how to get help. A systematic review of screening for domestic violence in healthcare settings concluded that although there was insufficient evidence to recommend screening programmes, health services should aim to identify and support women experiencing domestic violence.1 The review highlighted the importance of education and training of clinicians in promoting disclosure of abuse and appropriate responses.1 We argue that a strong case exists for routinely inquiring about partner abuse in many healthcare settings.

Size of problem

Domestic violence includes emotional, sexual, and economic abuse as well as physical violence. The different forms of abuse may occur together or on their own, although always in the context of coercive control by one partner over the other. To reinforce the fact that domestic violence does not necessarily involve physical violence, we prefer the term partner abuse. Abuse can continue after the partners have separated.


[image: ]


Partner abuse occurs in all types of relationships, both same sex and heterosexual.2 Although about one in seven men in the United Kingdom report experiencing physical assault by a current or former partner,3 these incidents are generally less serious than those reported by women, and men are less likely to be injured, frightened, or seek medical care.4 The context and severity of violence by men against women makes domestic violence against women a much larger problem in public health terms.25 Worldwide, 10-50% of women report having been hit or physically assaulted by an intimate partner at some time.w1 In the United Kingdom, 23% of women aged 16-59 have been … 
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